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Dear families, 
 
We are writing to inform you of some changes to the state testing that we are required to administer this year.  
This spring, the State of Maine will begin to use a new version of the Maine Educational Assessment (MEA) to 
measure our students’ achievement in mathematics and English Language Arts (reading and writing) in grades 
3-8.  In addition, we will once again use the SAT for students in their third year of high school.  Both tests will 
replace the Smarter Balanced Assessment used last year. 
 
The MEA is a computer-based assessment in which students respond to prompts and interact with the test on a 
computer.  Though students are given as much time as they need, this comprehensive test should take less time 
than last year’s, averaging less than six hours per student for all components.  We will continue to provide 
allowable supports - in multiple formats based on our students’ needs  - during testing. 
 
While MEA testing can occur at any point between March 21st and April 15th, each school is designing its own 
testing schedule.  At the High School, the SAT is scheduled (by the State) to be administered on Tuesday, April 
12th.  We will provide additional details to you, including a specific schedule, prior to all testing. 
 
Our goal is for every student to engage in these assessments and put forth their best effort.  While it is true that 
State and federal laws require that we test all students in grades 3-8, and those in their third year of high school, 
for us it means more.   The results of these tests help us to inform our programming for students, reflect on our 
teaching, and they serve as one of the many ways that we are accountable to our community.  Having all 
students complete the assessment ensures that we are in compliance with our use of federal Title IA funds, 
money we use to support at-risk learners.  Lastly, students at the High School are given an opportunity, without 
charge, to receive an official SAT score.   
  
We realize that there have been a number of changes related to state testing over the past few years, but we want 
you to feel comfortable asking us directly for any clarifications.  We have created a Frequently Asked Questions 
(FAQs) page to help answer many common questions.  On that page you’re also able to submit a new question, 
if you’d like.  You’ll find this page at: http://tinyurl.com/MEtests 
 
We are proud of what our students achieve every day, and we value your partnership in supporting their 
success.  Please be in touch with us if you have any questions or concerns.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 

School Principal    Assistant Superintendent 


